CONTSITUTION AND BY-LAWS OF 
THE PENNSYLVANIA EXTENSION ASSOCIATION OF 
FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCES
ARTICLE I Name and Objectives 

Section 1.

The name of the Association is the PENNSYLVANIA EXTENSION ASSOCIATION OF FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCES (PEAFCS, hereinafter known as the Association or PEAFCS), an affiliate of the NATIONAL EXTENSION ASSOCIATION OF FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCES (NEAFCS), hereinafter known as NEAFCS. 

Section 2. 

The objectives of this Association shall be to provide a permanent organization for Extension Educators of Pennsylvania that will: 

a. Promote professional standards. 

b. Promote fellowship among Association members. 

c. Promote a spirit of cooperation among Extension workers. 

d. Promote professional growth and development to: 

1. Provide and recognize leadership and achievement. 

2. Exchange effective educational methodologies. 

e. Prioritize programs that meet current social needs and state concerns affecting families and communities. 

f. Communicate present and potential contributions of Extension Educators.

g. Seek support for programs that benefit families/individuals and enhance the profession. 

(Revised 11.13.2001)
Section 3.

Said organization is organized exclusively for charitable, religious, education, and scientific purposes, including, for such purposes, the making of distributions to organizations that qualify as exempt organizations under section 501( c )(3) of the internal Revenue Code, or corresponding section of any future federal tax code.











(Adopted  6.11.09)
ARTICLE II Membership and Dues 

Section 1. 

An Extension employee working in any capacity with family and consumer sciences or home economics programming, who has a degree in home economics, family and consumer sciences or related field, upon payment of dues, may become an active member of PEAFCS. 

Section 2. 

The annual membership dues shall be payable by check on or before the fall meeting. This amount includes both state and national dues. Membership dues for new workers hired after June 1 shall be at the rate of one half of the normal state yearly membership dues for that current calendar year. National membership dues shall be paid at the full rate. 

Section 3. 

New members, part-time employees, or those with multiple state association memberships (4-H or Ag Agents Association) qualify for a discount of $10 on the current state dues rate. 

(Revised 05.05.2005) 

Section 4. Life Member 

a. Any former Extension employee who has been a member of the Association for at least 10 years will be granted life membership upon payment of a one-time fee to the NEAFCS.

b. Life members shall be granted the following rights and privileges:

1. They may receive awards, fellowships and grants. 

2. They may serve on committees. 

3. They shall receive all NEAFCS publications upon payment of an annual subscription fee. 

4. They shall receive the PEAFCS newsletters at no additional cost. 

5. They may serve as voting delegates, if needed. 

6. They shall not be eligible for office. 

Section 5. Affirmative Action Commitment 

The Association commits itself to the active involvement of its members regardless of race, color, sex, religion, age, national origin, disability, veteran status or sexual orientation. 

(Revised 12.30.2003)

ARTICLE III Officers and Executive Board 

Section 1. 

The elected officers of the Association shall be: 

President

President-Elect

Vice President for Public Affairs

Vice President for Member Resources

Vice President for Awards and Recognition

Vice President for Professional Development

Secretary

Treasurer

Immediate Past President

Section 2.

The President shall serve a one-year term. 

Section 3. 

The President-elect shall be elected annually to serve for one year as President-elect and shall serve the following year as President or until a successor has been elected. 

Section 4.

The Vice President for Member Resources, Vice President for Professional Development and Secretary shall be elected in the uneven years to serve a term of two years or until a successor has been elected. 

Section 5. 
The Vice President for Public Affairs, Vice President for Awards and Recognition and Treasurer shall be elected in the even years to serve a term of two years or until a successor has been elected. 

Section 6. 

The Regional Chairs shall be elected by the membership of their region prior to the Fall meeting and shall serve a term of two years. Regional Chairs can succeed themselves for one term. 

Section 7. 

The officers shall be elected at the Fall meeting and shall not succeed themselves. 

Section 8. 

The major responsibilities of PEAFCS officers are outlined in the Policies and Procedures for PEAFCS. 

Section 9. 

The Executive Board shall consist of all elected officers, the immediate past president and Regional Chairs and the appointed historian. All are eligible to vote. A parliamentarian shall be present. 

(Revised 05.05.2005)

Section 10.

At the Fall Meeting in the even year, the president shall appoint a historian to serve a two year term.

(revised 11.9.2004)

ARTICLE IV Vacancy of Office 

Section 1. 

A vacancy in the office of President shall be filled by the President-elect 

Section 2.

In the event of a vacancy in the office of the President-elect, the Executive Board shall appoint the Vice President for Public Affairs as acting President-elect for the unexpired term. The acting President-elect shall assume the duties and powers of the office of President-elect, except that the acting President-elect shall not automatically succeed to the office of President. In years when the President-elect has been appointed by the Executive Board, both a President and President-elect shall be elected for the following Year. The acting President-elect shall be eligible for election to either position. 

Section 3. 

In the event of vacancies in the offices of both President and President-elect, the Vice President for Public Affairs shall succeed to the office of the President for the unexpired term. In addition, the individual shall be eligible to seek election to the office of President or President-elect the following year. The vacancy thus created in the office of Vice President for Public Affairs and any other vacancy shall be filled by a ballot vote of the Executive Board. 

Section 4. 

In the event of a vacancy in the office of Immediate Past President, the vacancy shall be filled by the most recent Past President. 

(Revised 11.13.2001)

ARTICLE V Nomination and Election 

Section 1. 

The nominating committee shall represent each administrative region. 

Section 2. 

A three-year membership is advised for eligibility for office. All candidates for office shall be members of the Association prior to election. 

Section 3.

Electronic Voting Officers shall be elected by the entire PEAFCS membership. The chair of the nominating committee shall e-mail a proposed ballot to all members in good standing at least 45 days prior to the Fall Meeting. Members in good standing may make additional nominations. Additional nominations must be accompanied by an electronic letter from the nominees indicating they are aware of their nomination and agree to being placed on the ballot. The period for the additional nominations will close 10 days after the proposed ballot e-mailing date. By the 15th day after the proposed ballot was e-mailed, a final ballot will be sent to the membership. The closing date for the return of the final ballot shall be 20 days from the e-mailing date. The election will be valid if 50% or more of the members vote. 

Section 4. 

Completed Ballots Completed electronic ballots will be returned to a designated nonPEAFCS member who will collect and tally the ballots and report the results to the Nominating Committee Chair. The Nominating Committee Chair will not see the electronic ballots. The designated nonPEAFCS member will discard any copies of completed ballots after 6 months from the date of the election. The nonPEAFCS member shall be appointed by the Nominating Committee chair in consultation with the President. 

(Revised 11.13.2001)

ARTICLE VI Meeting 

Section 1. 

The two meetings (Spring and Fall) and any special meeting of the Association shall be held at a time and place to be designated by the Executive Board. 

Section 2. 

There shall be a meeting of the Executive Board held after the meeting at which officers are installed. This meeting is to be held at least one month prior to the first subsequent meeting of the Association. 

Section 3. 

Those members present at any regularly called meeting shall constitute a quorum. 

Section 4. 

A parliamentarian shall be appointed by the President to interpret any matters of discussion that shall occur. The parliamentarian will not vote at Executive Board meetings; however, as a member of this Association, the individual may vote at regular meetings.

Section 5. 

The Executive Board will meet prior to the fall Association meeting and at any other time the President deems necessary. 

(Revised 11.13.2001)

ARTICLE VII Standing Committees 

Section 1. 

There are seven Standing Committees consisting of 

(a) Public Affairs

(b) Member Resources

(c) Awards and Recognition

(d) Professional Development

(e) Finance
(f) Handbook

 (g) Nominating
(Revised 05.05.2005)
Section 2. 
The Vice Presidents of Public Affairs, Member Resources, Awards and Recognition, and Professional Development committees shall chair their respective standing committees A-D as listed in Article VII, Section 1. 

Section 3. 

Members of all standing committees A-E will be volunteers from the membership or appointed by the President. 

Section 4. 

Members of the Budget, Handbook and Bylaws, and Nominating Committee shall be appointed by the President. 

Section 5. 
Special committees necessary to carry out the objectives of the Association will be appointed by the President as needed. 

(Revised 11.13.2001)

ARTICLE VIII Awards 

Section 1. 

Awards and fellowships shall be made available through this Association. The Executive Board shall administer the awards, appoint committees to review applications and select recipients. 

Section 2.

The Executive Board shall have authority to accept donations of money and other property for such awards. 

(Revised 11.13.2001)

ARTICLE IX Publications 

The PEAFCS Newsletter is the official publication of the Association. 

(Revised 11.13.2001)

ARTICLE X Fiscal Year 

The fiscal year of this Association shall be January 1 through December 31. 

(Revised 11.13.2001)

ARTICLE XI Parliamentary Authority 

The rules contained in the current edition of Robert's Rules of Order Newly Revised shall govern the Association in all cases to which they are applicable and in which they are notinconsistent with these bylaws, the standing rules, the special rules of order and the policies of the Association.






(Revised 11.13.2001)
ARTICLE XII Amendments 

Section 1. 

These bylaws may be amended, Revised or repealed by a two-thirds vote of the members present at any regularly called meeting of the Association. 

Section 2. 

The amendments or revision of the constitution and bylaws all go into effect as soon as adopted. 

Section 3. 
A notice of any proposed changes shall be sent to the members one month in advance of the Association meeting. 

Section 4. 

All changes in the handbook must be documented by year in Association records. 

(Revised 11.13.2001)

ARTICLE XIII Dissolution of Association 

Upon the dissolution of the organization, assets shall be distributed for one or more exempt purposes within the meaning of section 501 ( c ) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or corresponding section of any future federal tax code, or shall be distributed to the federal government, or to a state or local government, for a public purpose. Any such assets not disposed of shall be disposed of by a Court of Competent Jurisdiction of the county in which the principal office of the organization is then located, exclusively for such purposes or to such organization or organizations, as said Court shall determine, which are organized and operated exclusively for such purposes. 











(Adopted 6.11.09)
Name: PENNSYLVANIA EXTENSION ASSOCIATION OF FAMILY AND      CONSUMER SCIENCES

EIN: 74-3254373

By-law Changes Adopted: June 11, 2009

_________________________

____________________________________

Janice Stoudnour, President


Debra Gregory, Vice President Public Affairs
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